
BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS MINUTES 

Village of Burton 

September 12, 2017 

Mr. Barber called the BPA Meeting to order at 7:02 pm 

Roll Call: Tim Barber –  present, Jeremy Neill – present, Curt Johnson- present 

Council Representative:  Nick Tromba, not present 

Visitors:  Mark Hedrick, Mark Rhoades, Lisa Hernandez, David Ondrey, Chris Paquette 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Recognition of Visitors 

Mr. Mark Hedrick works for a local construction company and asked for an update on the 

Waste Water Treatment Plant’s planned expansion; specifically, when bids would be accepted, 

when the project was set to start, the projected project time, and the estimated cost of the 

project.  Mr. Barber explained that bids would be accepted in the next few months, and that 

hopefully, construction would begin in the Spring of 2018, and is estimated to take 

approximately 18 months to complete.  Mr. Paquette explained that the estimated cost of the 

project was expected to be around $12,000,000.  Mr. Hedrick was invited to come to the office 

to see the documentation that has been submitted thus far. 

Cashier’s Report 

Ms. Hernandez reported that water-tie in letters were sent out on August 21, 2017.  There has 

been no reply from any of the affected residents, as of this date.    

Quarterly water/sewer bills were sent out on August 24, 2017.   Shut off letters will be sent out 

on September 25, and those accounts that are two payments past due will have their service 

shut off on October 9.   

There is an apartment complex on Hickox Street with 6 apartments, and only 5 accounts.  There 

is one apartment (#5) that shares a meter with another apartment (#6) and there is only one 

meter. Mr. Barber asked Mr. Rhoades to visit the building to check out the situation.   

The Village Office received a call from Mrs. Hornak, who purchased a property from Mr. Kilko.  

They had single meters installed in their 3-unit apartments over a month ago. The Village Office 

has received no notification from the Utility Department regarding these new meters.  Mr. 

Rhoades will investigate. 

Solicitor’s Report 

Mr. Ondrey had nothing to report. 

Engineers Report: 

Regarding the outfall repair – Mr. Hess said that it would be best to do the survey work 

between the time the leaves fall off the trees and the first substantial snowfall.  Mr. Baber is 

inclined to move forward with the survey work, as soon as it is feasible.   A final decision will be 

made at the next BPA meeting, regarding moving forward with the outfall repair. 



Mr. Mr. Hess provided the Board with two options, concerning the repair/replacement of the 

waterline on Rapids Road. Option 1 would involve a duplication of the work that was planned 5 

or 6 years ago.  The original intent was to put the pipe between the sidewalk and the curb. 

However, an 8” gas line was found that curves, and sharply lessens the area left to work with. 

Years ago, it was discovered that the old clay tile is damaged and destroyed, and needs to be 

replaced.  For that reason, Option 1 would most probably include a complete replacement of 

the storm sewer. It is not known how much would need to be replaced at this time. The scope 

of this project would comprise 580’. The estimate for this option is approximately $160,000. 

Option 2 would involve putting the water line between the property line, and ODOT’s fence, 

behind the poles. Option 2 is much less expensive.  Mr. Hess would like Mr. Rhoades to look at 

both options, and check for any additional records that might be in the Utilities Office, that 

could shed some light on the situation.  Mr. Hess suggested that Mr. Motil (Street Department) 

might wish to look over the plans, as well.  The estimated cost of option #2 is $102,000. 

Mr. Johnson felt that we should move the pipes as far from the road as possible, to cut down 

on future repair work. 

Mr. Paquette will ask Council if they wish to contribute toward this project. 

Fiscal Officers Report:  

Mr. Barber made a motion to approve the August 8, 2017 minutes as amended, with a spelling 

correction, seconded by Mr. Johnson.  By voice vote, the motion passed.  Mr. Barber made a 

motion to approve the September 1, 2017, Special Meeting minutes; seconded by Mr. Johnson.  

By voice vote, the motion passed. 

Mr. Johnson made a motion to pay approved invoices; seconded by Mr. Barber.  By voice vote, 

the motion passed.  

Operators Report:  

Mr. Rhoades reported that he is being proactive on reducing breaks. He has lowered the tank 

level to reduce pressure on the old lines, and replaced a tank level sensor.   

Mr. Rhoades is investigating implementing a new system to operate the monitoring of the 

water level in the water tower and control the pumps. . This new system would cost 

approximately $5100 for parts, with Village employees doing the installation and programming.  

The Village would then own the program and allow employees to make changes at will, without 

incurring additional costs to have a field rep come out to fix it, versus $14,000, which is what 

the cost would be for the current monitoring system, which is obsolete, and no longer 

supported. Mr. Rhoades has been trying to get a copy of the program for the current system in 

place, but none are available.  Mr. Rhodes prefers the new system, since it would allow him to 

track trends. Mr. Johnson asked what it would cost to have repairs made, using the new 

system. Mr. Rhoades will investigate. 

In terms of future projects, Mr. Rhoades mentioned the possibility of having the filters changed 

out down at the plant. Mr. Hess suggested that instead of having new filters put in, the Village 

consider having the current filters sandblasted and coated, which would add about 10 years to 

the filter’s life. Mr. Hess suggested using Diversified Maintenance to see if they could do the 

work.   



Mr. Rhoades will have a company come out to demonstrate leak detectors which use sound 

waves. 

Old Business: 

The Street Department and Utilities Department are planning to attend Confined Space 

Training in Twinsburg. 

Mr. Barber noted that it is time to take Copper samples again in the next month.  Mr. Rhoades 

is aware, and will take care of it. 

The need for a capital improvement plan meeting was discussed.  A meeting will be arranged 

and take place at a later date, once schedules are consulted. 

New Business: 

Mr. Barber asked how the new employee, Andy Hartman, was doing.  Mr. Rhoades informed 

the Board that Mr. Hartman is an outstanding employee with a willingness to learn. 

Mr. Paquette told the Board that there were not enough members present at the last Council 

meeting to waive the readings to hire Mr. Hartman, but that for all intents and purposes, Mr. 

Hartman is in the system. 

The Board discussed the idea of using a video camera to inspect the storm sewer on the south 

side of W. Center Street.  This is the area where a new water line will be installed.  The cost of 

sending a camera down into this area would cost approximately $1700;  it has not yet been 

determined whether the funds for this project would come from the Street Department or 

Utiilty Department. 

Adjournment:  

Mr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Barber.  By voice vote, the motion 

passed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm. 

 

______________________________________  ______________________________ 

BPA President       Clerk 


