
BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS MINUTES 

Village of Burton 

August 8, 2017 

Mr. Barber called the BPA Meeting to order at 7:00 pm 

Roll Call: Jeremy Neill –  present, Tim Barber – present, Curt Johnson- present 

Council Representative:  Nick Tromba, present 

Visitors:  Leonard Fife, Mark Rhoades, Lisa Hernandez, David Ondrey, Ann Wishart 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Recognition of Visitors 

Mr. Leonard Fife of 13766 Fisher Road, attended the meeting to enquire about the residents on 

Fisher Road tying into the Village’s water and sewer.  Mr. Hess advised that there is currently a 

service line in the area now (at another residence), but a main would need to be run, and what 

is currently in place does not meet current regulations.  Mr. Fife has health concerns regarding 

the quality of his water, under the present conditions.  Mr. Barber advised Mr. Fife to explain 

his water quality and safety concerns to Council, at their next meeting. 

 Cashier’s Report 

Ms. Hernandez reported that there were two accounts shut off for non-payment.  One was 

later turned back on, when payment was received.   

Ms. Hernandez reported that account #1375 had been credited $385.69, and the status of 

account #2465-01 was changed from a multimeter to single meter account.  A credit was also 

issued to this account in the amount of $29.96.  Both of these issues were initially discussed at 

the July 5 meeting.  

Solicitor’s Report 

Mr. Ondrey had nothing to report. 

Engineers Report:    

Mr. Barber would like to move forward on repairing the water line between Rapids and Elmar 

Roads, so that it could be finished before winter. Mr. Barber asked Mr. Hess for a cost estimate.  

Mr. Hess felt that $100,000 would cover the job, and agreed that if it were bid out in the fall, it 

would be ready to go by the first of the year. 

Mr. Barber asked for an update on the line running from the plant to the river.   Mr. Hess has 

located the pipe, and feels that the pipe’s replacement or repair can be added into the bid 

package.   Mr. Barber asked Mr. Hess to have a proposal ready for the next BPA meeting that 

includes survey work and a feasibility study on this project.   

Fiscal Officers Report:  

Mr. Barber made a motion to approve the July 05, 2017 minutes, seconded by Mr. Johnson.  By 

voice vote, the motion passed. 



Mr. Neill made a motion to pay approved invoices; seconded by Mr. Barber.  By voice vote, the 

motion passed.  

Operators Report:  

A discussion ensued regarding Confined Space Training.  If everyone goes offsite to Twinsburg 

for training, the cost is $900, or $225 per person; otherwise, the cost is $2,200 for Doheny to 

come to Burton.   It was decided that Mr. Rhoades and any other employee of the Utility 

Department, as well as Service Department employees, would all attend this training.    Mr. Neil 

made a motion to approve the funds to pay for the Village Utilities and Village Service 

Department employees to get adequate training for confined space. Seconded by Mr. Barber. 

By voice vote, the motion passed.  Mr. Barber told Mr. Rhoades that he was free to schedule, 

and attend this training. 

Mr. Rhoades reported that the lagoons had been cleaned out.  Over 60,000 gallons of sludge 

was removed from the larger lagoon; the small lagoon had a lesser amount taken out, and the 

remainder was put in the larger pond where it is now settling.  The cost estimate for this project 

is between $6,000 to $7,000 – this is less than what was anticipated, because a complete 

cleaning wasn’t done.  Mr. Rhoades will confirm this cost. 

Mr. Rhoades reported that Miriam Ricketts has not contacted the Village again regarding 

installing single water meters in her rental units.  

Mr. Rhoades and Mr. Barber continue to work on the mercury trap issue.  There are currently 2 

dentists in town, one with a trap, the other without.  Requirements regarding the disposal of 

mercury from the EPA will be in place at the end of 2019, but right now, there are no state laws 

governing the issue of mercury traps. Mr. Barber will continue to investigate where the current 

mercury exceedances are originating from.  

Mr. Barber will review the NPDES permit forms before they are submitted.   

Mr. Barber noted that the work completed by the Street Department (Marty, Nick and Alex) on 

the West Spring Street issue was excellent, and extended the Board’s appreciation to them. 

Mr. Johnson suggested that in the future, road repairs issues should be bid out by the Street 

Department, and the Street Department should oversee getting this work done, and not the 

Utility Department. Mr. Barber agreed, unless there is a repair that needs to be made that 

involves any degree of plumbing expertise. Mr.  Neill agreed that when it comes to repairing of 

roads, it should be handled by the Road Superintendent.  Mr. Barber stated that in the future, 

all asphalt repairs will be spec’d and bid out by the Streets Department. 

Chief Smigelski will come to a future BPA meeting to share his vision of how the two groups 

(Streets and Utilities) can work  

Old Business: 

Discussion then turned to the tying in Village residents who currently utilize a well or septic 

system, into Village services.  When determining the location of a property, the BPA Rules and 

Regulations currently state “400 feet”, but it is not clear where the 400 feet begins or ends.  Mr. 

Barber suggested that any property owners who are within 400 feet from the main to the 

property line is 400 feet. Mr. Barber added that if the water main goes right past their house, 

regardless of how far back their house is, water should be available. 



Mr. Hess recalled that his firm made up a map for Mr. Eaton, to make the process of discerning 

which homes were equipped with lead pipes, just a few months ago.  Mr. Hess will get a copy of 

that map to Mr. Rhoades.  Mr. Barber suggested color coding the pipes on the water pipe map, 

to indicate the material they are made of. 

Mr. Barber asked that a letter  be sent to well owners within the Village, apprising them of the 

need to tie into Village services at the time their current well is no longer functional.  Ms. 

Hernandez will send the letters out to the property owners identified by the Board. 

New Business: 

The Board discussed what steps are followed when a residence has services shut off.  Mr. 

Rhoades would like to give the residents 24 hours’ verbal notice. The Board agreed that 

contacting the residents 24-hours beforehand is a good idea.  The Board also decided that shut 

offs will not occur on weekends, holiday or after hours. Mr. Ondrey asked if these guidelines 

should be added to the Rules and Regulations.  Mr. Barber thought that this should be used as a 

guidance document only, and should not be added to the Rules and Regulations.  

Mr. Barber asked if there were local government programs available to assist residents in need.  

Ms. Hernandez affirmed that such residents are being directed to contact several area agencies 

who provide assistance in such circumstances.  

The pen light used specifically to capture 90-day readings is missing.  The Board approved the 

purchase of 2 pen lights from NECO.  Mr. Barber made a motion to authorize funds for the 

purchase of (2) 90-day reading pen-lights at $115 each.  Seconded by Mr. Johnson.  By voice 

vote, the motion passed. 

Executive Session: 

The Board entered executive session at 9:15 pm to discuss personnel matters; the Board left 

Executive session at 9:45 pm. 

Adjournment:  

Mr. Barber made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Neill.  By voice vote, the motion 

passed. The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 pm. 

 

______________________________________  ______________________________ 

BPA President       Clerk 


