
BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS MINUTES 

Village of Burton 

July 5, 2017 

Mr. Barber called the BPA Meeting to order at 8:01 am 

Roll Call: Jeremy Neill –  present, Tim Barber – present, Curt Johnson- present 

Council Representative:  Nick Tromba, not present 

Visitors:  Mayor Jim Koster, Christopher Paquette, Lisa Hernandez, David Ondrey, Robyn 

Morris, Ann Wishart 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Recognition of Visitors 

Robyn Morris of 14485 N. Cheshire St. asked the Board for forgiveness of all or part of her 

water/sewer bill dated 11/22/2016 in the amount of $1220.93. Ms. Morris explained that this 

bill was extremely high due to either an outdoor hose being left on for a few days or plumbing 

issues which have since been resolved.  After further discussion, Mr. Barber made a motion to 

forgive 50% of $771.38, which was the sewer portion of the bill.  Seconded by Mr. Johnson.  By 

voice vote the motion passed.  Ms. Hernandez will apply a credit to Ms. Morris’ account. 

Cashier’s Report 

After receiving the mulitmeter surcharge letter with the last water/sewer billing, Mr. Szabo who 

owns the building that houses Quintealia’s, 14585 East Park St., informed the Office that there 

is no longer an apartment being used on the premises, and each rental unit now had its own 

meter.  Mr. Szabo requested that the surcharge be removed from the account.  Mr. Barber 

advised that Mr. Szabo should receive a letter stating that if the apartment becomes 

operational again in the future, Mr. Szabo would be required to notify the Office, and the 

surcharge would be reinstated.  Mr. Barber made a motion to remove the surcharge from Mr. 

Szabo’s account. Seconded by Mr. Johnson.  By voice vote, the motion passed. Ms. Hernandez 

will apply a credit for the surcharge to the account, and notify Mr. Szabo of the requirement to 

notify the Office, should the apartment be used again, resulting in a multi-meter situation. 

Solicitor’s Report 

The discussion of mandatory water tie ins continues.  According to Mr. Neill, in the past the 

Village received notifications from the County Health Department if anyone was planning to 

drill a well in the Village.  Mr. Johnson suggested contacting the Health Department, and asking 

that the Village be notified whenever a well fails and needs to be replaced in the Village.   Mr. 

Barber agreed.   Mr. Johnson felt that every property owner who utilizes a well should be sent a 

letter informing them that when their respective well fails or needs to be updated, they will be 

required to tie in to the Village’s water system; Mr. Barber agreed. Ms. Hernandez will draft a 

letter for consideration. 

Regarding the City of Akron lease,  Mr. Ondrey is in possession of a new proposed amendment 

from the City of Akron for the land that the water plant and two wells sit on. Mr. Ondrey felt 

that these new provisions were minor in nature. 



 

Engineers Report:    

Mr. Hess was not present to report.  

Fiscal Officers Report:  

Mr. Johnson made a motion to approve the June 13, 2017 minutes, seconded by Mr. Neill.  By 

voice vote, the motion passed. 

Mr. Barber made a motion to pay approved invoices; seconded by Mr. Neill.  By voice vote, the 

motion passed.  

Operators Report:  

Mr. Rhoades is updating the Utilities Department Contingency Plan, and has obtained smaller 

sized maps of all the water and sewer lines. Mr. Rhoades will provide copies of these to the 

Board.   

Mr. Rhoades would like to have both lagoons cleaned; Mr. Barber stated that it was the 

Operator’s decision whether one or both lagoons are cleaned.  

Mr. Barber informed Mr. Rhoades that Mr. Rhoades will need to obtain his Waste Water Level 2 

certification by October 8, 2017, or Ohio EPA would need to be notified.   Mr. Rhoades plans to 

take it in the next few weeks. 

Mr. Rhoades contacted various contractors and reported to the Board that the estimates 

received to replace the water line on West Center Street would be between $125-150,000; and 

lower if the work was done in the winter months. 

Old Business: 

Discussion turned to repairs of the recent water main breaks. Mr. Barber asked if anyone had 

received confined space entry training.  Mr. Rhoades informed the Board that none of the 

equipment that the Village had purchased to use in Confined Space Entry had every been used 

or tested.    Mr. Neill suggested securing training from an area agency that comes onsite to train 

employees.  Mr. Barber asked Mr. Rhoades to check into who could provide that training.   

Mr. Barber asked about the requirements for emergency meetings of the Board.   Mr. Ondrey 

advised that in an emergency situation, a meeting could be held immediately, with the optimal 

scenario involving notifying the local newspapers if time allows.  If not, all that is required is an 

announcement on social media (website, Facebook) that states that the Board is meeting in 

Special session, and the reason for the meeting. Mr. Ondrey will check on the time frame (24 

hours vs. immediate), and requirements per the state of Ohio, in holding emergency meetings.  

Mr. Neill asked that each of the Board members be provided maps to refer to in emergency 

situations, when the Office is not opened. 

Mr. Rhoades visited the two dentists in the Village to enquire about their disposal processes for 

mercury. It was discovered that one uses mercury traps and the other does not.  Mr. Barber will 

research best practices for mercury disposal, and draft a letter to these dentists.  Mr. Neill 

suggested an Ordinance may be required detailing pre-treatment and mercury traps. Mr. 

Barber will look into this, and verify with Legal. 



Mr. Paquette updated the Board that only one person applied for the seasonal worker position 

thus far.  Mr. Barber asked that this job be posted on Indeed or Monster, in addition to the 

newspaper ad.  Mr. Neil suggested that in the future, seasonal jobs should be posted at Kent 

State University Geauga Campus, and Berkshire High School. 

Mr. Johnson has not heard anything else from Mr. Hiscox, Berkshire High School Athletic 

Director, regarding a request to use water from a nearby hydrant for watering the High School 

football field. 

Mirriam Ricketts, 14538 N. Cheshire, wishes to convert her rental property to single water 

meters.  The question of who would pay for these meters was raised.   Mr. Barber felt that 

initially these meters should be paid for by the Village, in the same way the Village purchased 1 

new meter for each residence when the meters were upgraded.   After that, if the meter needs 

to be replaced due to damage or wear, etc., the landlord would be responsible.  The Board 

members voted to accept Mr. Baber’s idea that these initial meters would be paid for by the 

Village.  Tim Barber, yes; Curt Johnson, yes; Jeremy Neill, yes. 

Executive Session: 

Mr. Barber made a motion to enter Executive Session at 9:32 am to discuss personnel issues; 

seconded by Mr. Johnson. Mr. Barber made a motion to exit Executive Session at 10:24 am, 

seconded by Mr. Johnson; by voice vote, the motion passed. 

New Business: 

Mr. Johnson made a motion to accept the retirement of Mr. Paul Eaton; seconded by Mr. 

Barber.  By voice vote, the motion passed.  

Adjournment:  

Mr. Barber made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Neill.  By voice vote, the motion 

passed. The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 am. 

 

______________________________________  ______________________________ 

BPA President       Clerk 


