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Mayor Joe Hernandez 

Welcome everyone,  to 2019 in the Village of Burton!  As exciting as 2018 was, 2019 appears to 
be gearing up to be even more exciting beginning with our kick off of maple syrup and pancake 
breakfast season! Pancakes and syrup aside,  I am looking forward to new initiatives to enhance 
our community’s educational and economic growth.  I am a firm believer that a community needs 
to have these two key interests in hand. 
 

I recently had the pleasure of attending the Burton Chamber of Commerce meeting and sharing 
with Burton Township, as well as local community businesses and leaders, a vision of the future.  
This vision for our future includes the Kent State Geauga Campus and the Berkshire Board of 
Education with the new educational facilities and curriculum.  I mentioned at this meeting that I 
am kept up at night, not because of worry or anxiety, but the sheer excitement of the changes 
that we will be a part of in the coming years. 
 

Please feel free to attend as many meetings as you can: School Board, Burton Village Council, 
or Berkshire Community Planning Association (BCPA) to name a few, to get the news and facts 
straight from the people involved in our community programs.  I attend Burton Township meet-
ings on a regular basis to listen and plan for new opportunities for residential and business 
growth; I am hoping you will, too.  If you have not signed up for the Burton Alert system, please 
do so, there is information on our website or you may email our office at 1villageofbur-
ton@sbcglobal.net,  for this invaluable free communication service. 
 

Please allow me to take a moment to recognize our Police,  Utility, and Street Departments. My 
hat is off to these fine folks for delivering each and every day, valuable services to the communi-
ty.  We are striving to keep an up to date project list to ensure our water system, roads, side-
walks and recreation areas are maintained to high standards.  Bear with us as this is a constant 
work in progress. 
 

The single hauler trash and recycling program is moving ahead, and I am really looking forward 
to seeing the value added in the reduction of cost and increased services, to our residents.  
Thank you all for your feedback as we approach our 1 April 2019 start date with Waste Manage-
ment.  Once services begins, if there is an issue you will contact Waste Management directly 
(although if it is  something  that is ongoing, please contact the Village Offices, as well)  until 
then, please voice your concerns at Council meetings or contact our Village of Burton office. 
 

As always, please feel free to email me at jhernandez5814@yahoo.com  or call me at 440-537-
5130, with any issues or concerns you have.   Thank you -  Happy End of Winter and Happy Ear-
ly Spring!   
 

Best Regards,  
 
 
 

Joe M. Hernandez 
Mayor, Village of Burton 



Tree Talk  
Burton Village Tree Commission 

CCA Tax Assistance 

CCA Tax Advisors will be available on March  19, between the hours of 2 and 8 to help any Burton Village 
Resident who would like assistance with their CCA Municipal Income Tax return.  Please call or email the 
office to reserve your spot.  Spaces are limited.  You can reach the office at 440-834-4474 or 1villageofbur-
ton@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Pancake Breakfasts are being served on Sundays  now through April 14 in Burton Vil-
lage. Visit our website at www.villageofburton.org and click on the Calendar of Events 

for all dates and times. 

Winter 2019 
 

 It's January 31 and I'm grateful that my pipes didn't freeze last night. The National Weather Service predicted 14 

below with the wind chill approaching -30. Three days from now, it's supposed to be 50 degrees with rain. Plants general-

ly (skunk cabbage being a notable exception) are ectotherms, meaning they cannot source their own heat, and thus are 

at the mercy of Mother Nature - and we all know about Mother Nature! 

 The Morton Arboretum of Chicago advises, “Low temperature injury is more often associated with extreme tem-

perature fluctuation than with prolonged cold weather...Plants that are dormant but not fully acclimated (to below freez-

ing temperatures) can be stressed or injured by a sudden hard freeze.”  We had days last year that saw 50 degree tem-

perature swings within a twenty-four hour period. That's a lot of stress on the cell walls and vascular systems of organ-

isms that can't move to seek shelter from the elements! 

The history of past environmental conditions is a key consideration in the tricky business of plant health diag-

nostics. Stressors are cumulative and trees often do not show their results until years later. I am reminded of Robert 

Frost's admonition in the poem Good-by and Keep Cold, “No orchard's the worse for the wintriest storm/ But one thing 

about it, it musn't get warm/ 'How often already you've had to be told/ Keep cold, young orchard. Good-by and keep 

cold/ Dread fifty above more than fifty below.'” 

 
Submitted by Debbie Palmisano, Village Arborist, 440-834-0820 

It’s Pancake Time! 

Spring Clean-up Assistance 

Village Officials are joining forces with the Geauga County Department on Aging to assist Seniors 60 

years of age and older in removing unwanted items in preparation for the May 11th Spring Clean-up Day. 

Volunteers will remove items from Seniors’ homes, basements and/or garages and place them at the curb 

on May 9th. Rules are outlined on the enclosed insert.  The cut-off date is May 2. 

To take advantage of this program, please have the following information available: the Senior’s name, 

address, phone number and date of birth, as well as a list of items to be removed.  Additionally, the Senior, 

or someone 18 years or older appointed by the Senior, must be present to sign a release for collection. 



We Need YOU! 
The Village is looking for Volunteers to sit on several Boards and Committees, namely: 

 Welton Cemetery Board:  Meets once a month from Jan-Oct, oversees Cemetery Rules and Regulations, pricing, beautifi-
cation. 

 Tree Commission: Meets the first Monday of every month at 6:30 pm.  This Commission is charged with overseeing the 
planting, care and removal of all trees on Village owned property. 

 Historic District Architectural Review Board: Meets every other Monday (as needed).  You must be committed to the pro-
tection, preservation and restoration of the historic homes and buildings in Burton, which allows Burton to retain its His-
toric designation. 

 Planning Commission: Meets once a month. This Board helps to guide the future of Burton. 

 Board of Zoning Appeals: Meets on an as-needed basis. This Board hears requests for variances to Burton’s Zoning Code. 
 

If you are interested in serving on any of these Boards or Commissions, please email 1villageofburton@sbcglobal.net; or call 
440-834-4474. 

Police Department News  
Chief Rick Smigelski 

During 2018,  the Burton Police Department responded to a total of 1150 calls for service, with 283 of those 
calls for traffic stops. Eighty-nine citations were issued during that time period.  Additionally, the depart-
ment responded to 54 traffic crashes. In 2019,  we hope to reduce this number through continued traffic en-
forcement, and issuing citations when appropriate.  
 
Also in 2019, the department intends to expand and integrate electronic crash reporting programs provided 
by the Ohio Department of Public Safety.  We will continue to focus on professional development with on-
going officer training through various sources including the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, Ohio Chiefs of 
Police Association,  and Ohio Police Officers Training Academy. Both the electronic crash reporting system 
and continued training of our officers will allow the Burton Police Department to better serve the communi-
ty.   
 
The Burton Police department looks forward to serving the community; our goal is to make it one of the saf-
est places in Geauga County.  If there are any recommendations for the police department, please don’t hesi-

tate to contact me at  rsmigelski@villageofburton.org. 

Burton Village Easter Egg Hunt 
April 20, 2019 

Hunt begins at 11:00 am sharp, Spring Activities from 11 am to 12:30 pm 
Burton Village Park 

 
Join us for a heartwarming Burton tradition! Children from ages 1-9 can hunt for eggs at the sound of 
the air horn at 11:00 am sharp, and win prizes!  You can also meet and take a photo with the Easter 
Bunny and stop by to say hello to the 4-H Bunny Bunch’s fuzzy friends!  Bring your own basket to 
collect your goodies. Activities and location subject to change in inclement weather. Changes will be 
posted on the Village’s Facebook page and website: www.villageofburton@sbcglobal.net. 
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www.villageofburton.org 

 Spring 
Clean – Up 

Saturday 
May 11th 

 No tires, garden debris, branches, brush, leaves, bricks, rocks, toxic chem-
icals, hazardous waste, paint, batteries, items containing Freon, engine 
blocks or heavy automobile parts 

 Items must weigh less than 150 lbs. 
 Small debris must be tied, bagged, or in containers 
 Maximum load time is 15 minutes per address 
 Once crews have left THEY WILL NOT BE BACK 
 Items may be put on the curb beginning May 6th; all items should be at the 

curb by 6am on Saturday, May 11.  

 Shred 
Day 

Saturday 
June 8 
9 am to  

1 pm 

 Maximum of 4 bankers boxes per address. 
 License/ID will be checked to verify residency. 
 Materials shredded at the site. 
 

 Spring 
Brush 

Pick-Up 

Week of 
 May 20th 

 Stack brush at curb, cut end toward street but not protruding into street 
 Brush must be no larger than 5 inches in diameter & 5 feet long 
 Normal yard debris, branches & trimmings only. No garden or flower bed 

debris 
 Maximum load time is 10 minutes per address; debris remaining after 

time allocation is owners responsibility 
 This service is for small branches and limbs that might have fallen during 

storms 
 Service is not for removal of entire trees 
 Once crews have left THEY WILL NOT BE BACK 
 Brush should not be put out any sooner than Monday, May 13, 2019 

 Arbor Day 
Event 

Saturday 
October 12th 

 Reading of Proclamation to celebrate Arbor Day 2019 
 Come celebrate at  Village Park from 10 to Noon  
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