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Hello everyone, this is my first newsletter update to residents since becoming Mayor of the Village 
of Burton.  To those who don’t know me, I was born and raised in California, and went on to serve 
for 22 years in the Air Force.  Once I settled into this area, I became involved in local government.  
I was appointed to Council, and later served as Burton Village Zoning Inspector.  In 2016, I was 
appointed to Council for a second time.   My family and I have  lived in Burton Village since 2003.  
Let me just say it is an honor and privilege to serve as your Mayor.  I look forward to sharing infor-
mation and ideas at Mayor’s Meetings to be held monthly at various locations in the Village, more 
to come on that.  Also I want to express my thanks for those that do come to our Council meetings, 
which are held on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Mondays of each month, to share in the local government experi-

ence.  Being your Mayor is a role that I consider being more than ceremonial; I will always strive to 
work for the best interests of our residents. I would also like to take this time to thank the Burton 
Village employees who helped to ensure our transition in leadership was as seamless as possible. 
 
There are currently quite a lot of interesting things going on in the Village.  As you may know, con-
struction has begun on a long-needed and extensive upgrade at our Waste Water Treatment Plant 
(WWTP).  This is a project that I, as a resident, have waited for over 15 years to get going.  We 
have an experienced operator supervising this huge task in Jake Neill, who recently joined our 
team coming from the City of Twinsburg Utilities Department.  These two changes in the Village 
will indeed allow us to provide world class drinking water and services to our residents. 
 
Second, we will be expanding our partnerships in the area with Burton Township, Burton Chamber 
of Commerce, Century Village and the Berkshire Board of Education.  These partnerships will be 
critical in moving the Village forward to meet the challenges of the new Educational Campus 
planned in Burton Township.  This list is not inclusive of the partnerships that will flourish in the 
coming years, so if you hear, or read of, a meeting on planning and future developments, please 
attend, be involved and share your ideas.   
 
Thank you all for this opportunity to serve you and the Village as Mayor, I look forward to our fu-
ture discussions! 
                                                                         
                                 
       
      Joe M. Hernandez, Mayor                                                                   
                  Village of Burton, Ohio 

Mayor Joe Hernandez 



 
Tree Commission will be celebrating Arbor Day in conjunction with Oxtoberfest and the Apple Butter Festi-
val on Saturday, October 13th from 10 AM to noon.  Join us at the south end of the park by the crosswalk 
to Century Village where we will be giving away 100 Golden Rain Trees. The Golden Rain Tree is a beauti-
ful medium size ornamental with showy yellow flowers in summer that look like golden rain! These turn into 
interesting dangling capsules in the fall. 
 
Though Arbor Day is traditionally observed the last Friday in April, fall is a great time for planting trees. And 
it's a great time to celebrate trees, especially here in Burton where we are treated to a display of autumn color 
that rivals New England in beauty and breadth thanks to our plentiful maples.  Whether you're enjoying the 
cool shade of the park or the glorious vista from Century Village, trees are one of the things that make Burton 
such a special place. 
 
Hope to see you on the 13th! 

 

Submitted by Debbie Palmisano, Municipal Arborist, 440-834-0820 

Tree Talk  

Burton Village Tree Commission 

Police Department News 

Safety Town 2018 

Safety Town was held at Burton Elementary School from August 14-18.  Over 50 children took part in this 
year’s program.  Children learned valuable lessons in many areas including gun safety; stranger danger; cross-

walk safety; dialing 911; school bus safety; bicycle safety; and recognizing poisonous substances.  There were 
visits from the staff of the Geauga Park District, Burton Volunteer Fire Department,  and The Illuminating 
Company.  Safety Town graduation was held on Saturday, August 18, with a pizza party celebration for partic-

ipants and their families.   Many thanks to everyone who played a role in making this event a huge success. 
Truly, this would not have happened without all your hard work!   

 

Photos courtesy of Dorothy Hernandez 



 
Did you know that your Neptune water meter can alert you to potential leaks in your water lines? And little 
leaks can add up to big water/sewer bills!  In fact, a dripping leak can add up to 15 gallons of wasted water a 
day, or 450 gallons a month; and a leak from a hole that is 1/16” in diameter can waste 943 gallons of water a 
day, or 28,300 gallons a month.   
 
The chart below explains some of the icons you may see displayed on your Neptune water meter, including 
leak indicators.  You may wish to keep this chart handy for future reference.  If a leak indicator displays on 
your meter, you may wish to first check your toilets, then any outside spigots that may have been left on, and 
lastly, check for dripping faucets.  If all of those areas seem to check out, it may be time to call a plumber to 
pinpoint the problem. 
 

Your Neptune E-CoderR900i Water Meter 
 Your water meter has built in radio frequency interface unity. This unit captures a reading every hour 

and transmits it every few seconds.  The Water Department captures this reading and uses the serial num-
ber to identify your account. 

 The meter features 9-digits. This allows it to capture readings in 1 1/10 gallons.  The billing software uses 
this reading, producing bills in 1000 gallon units. 

 The additional digits allow the meter to detect very small water usage. It actually checks every 15 minutes 
to see if there has been any consumption. Based on these internal readings, the meter can alert you if you 
have a leak or reverse flow. 

 
Below is a description of some of the icons you may see, and what they mean: 

 Utility News 

Get To Know Your Water Meter 

Light Sensor: This is found under  the small hole in the center  of the unit. The display is 
activated by shining a light on the register. This “wakes up” your unit. 
 
 
Flow Indicator: Shows the direction of the water  flow through the meter .  It shows water  in 
use, water not in use, water is running slowly, reverse flow, or forward flow. 
 
 
 

Leak Indicator:  If you see this icon, it indicated a leak has been detected. If it blinks on 
and off, this indicates an intermittent leak—water his been used for at least 50 of the 96 15-
minute intervals of the past 24 hours. A constant faucet icon indicates a constant leak, which 
means that water has been used for all 96 15-minute intervals of the past 24 hours. 
 
 
 

Rate Of Flow: This is the best way to determine the extent of possible leaks.  The average 
rate of flow is displayed every 6 seconds. A “zero” indicates no water is flowing. A reverse ar-
row with a negative sign (-) indicates a reverse flow. 
 
 
LCD Display: The 9 digit display includes decimal points. It should be read left to r ight to 
give you the exact reading The Water Department calculates  the bill based on 1000 gallon bill-
ing units, so not all of the digits might be used.  
 
 
*Please do not put anything over or in front of your meter (bucket, clothing, etc.)  as this may 
interfere with the transmission of the reading. 
 



 

VILLAGE OF BURTON 

PO BOX 408 

BURTON, OH 44021 

Committee/Board Openings 
 

The Village of Burton currently has openings on the Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, and 
Welton Cemetery Board.  If you would like to be considered for any of these volunteer positions, please con-
tact the office at 440-834-4474, or send an email to 1villageofburton@sbcglobal.net. 

Water/Sewer Payments are due by September 21.  A 10% late charge will be added to pay-
ments received after that date.  For your convenience, payments can be made online 
(www.villageofburton.org); dropped off at the office; placed in the white payment mailbox 
in the  back parking lot  of the Library; or sent through the mail. 

Fall Brush Pick Up 
 
The Village will be holding a Fall Brush Pick Up Day in the coming months. The date and time have not yet 
been determined, but this information will be posted on the Village bulletin board in the Library, as well as 
on the Village’s Facebook page and website - www.villageofburton.org.  
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Mark Your Calendars!!! The Apple Butter Festival and OxtoberFest will be held October 13 & 14! 


